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Activity 1:  Kentucky Chautauqua

A Chautauqua (pronounced sha-‘to- kwa) is an educational gathering, often held outdoors, offering lectures, concerts, and theatrical performances.  The Lexington History Museum, in partnership with the Kentucky Humanities Council, presents historically accurate impersonations of several fascinating characters from Kentucky’s past.  A few examples of Kentucky Chautauqua performances held here are:  Henry Clay, Daniel Boone, Adolph Rupp, George Rogers Clark, Sallies Ward, Dinnie Thompson, and Lily May Ledford.  

Pretend you have just been to see a Kentucky Chautauqua in Cheapside Park.  Write a letter to a friend telling about the event.  Don’t forget to tell your friend about the historical figure, the performance, the audience, and the park.  (You can use a character from above or be creative and think of your own!)
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